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Come and discover the rich heritage and 
fascinating diversity of the King Country. 

A variety of conservation, cultural, historical 
and recreational day and evening trips for 
young and old to enjoy!

The North King Country Summer Programme is 
organised by a team of enthusiasts from local 
organisations keen to share the unique heritage 
and incredible beauty of the region. The 
programme has offered both visitors and locals 
alike opportunities to appreciate this unique 
area every January for the past 26 years.

Book at Te Kuiti i-SITE Visitor Information 
Centre (Mon - Fri 9am – 5pm, Sat 10am 
– 2pm), phone 07 878 8077, fax 07 878 
5280, email tkisite@waitomo.govt.nz.

All bookings must be prepaid and are 
not confirmed until payment has been 
received.  Please book early to avoid 
disappointment.  Eftpos and credit 
cards accepted.  Cheques must be made 
payable to Waitomo District Council and 
posted to NKC Summer Programme, c/ 
i-SITE Te Kuiti Visitor Information Centre, 
Rora Street, Te Kuiti 3910

In the event of a cancellation, participants 
will be contacted by phone the day before 
the trip. Refunds will only be made in the 
event of a trip being cancelled by the 
organisers.

• Day Pack
• Own medication including antihistamines
• Sturdy footwear, preferably tramping 

boots
• Hat, sunglasses and sunscreen
• Drinks and a cup
• Raincoat
• Torch or binoculars where appropriate
• Lunch for full day trips (unless specified 

otherwise)
• Warm clothing
• Snacks for energy

The guides reserve the right to exclude 
from any activity persons not adequately 
prepared or equipped for the conditions 
that may be encountered.  Children 
must be accompanied by an adult unless 
specified otherwise.

Suitable for all the family – slower 
easy walking

Two to four hours walking, may include 
streams and rougher tracks

Four to six hours walk usually over 
steeper rougher tracks or routes.



On the trail of Te Kooti

9.45am – 3.30pm  |  Adult $30; Child $10
Minimum Age: 8 years

Notorious East Coast prophet warrior, Te Kooti Arikirangi 
Te Tūruki, escaped from the law into the King Country.  
Be guided by Rereahu Kaumātua from Paraharaha to Te 

Miringa Te Kakara.  Hear of Te Kooti’s life and of some of 
his extraordinary exploits.  We return via Mangaōkewa 
Reserve near where the treasured Kohunganui a noho 

meeting house was created by his carvers as a gift.  Then 
we visit its final resting place in Te Kūiti where, if possible, 

we will be guided through.  Marae protocols will apply.  
Conservative dress please.  Koha included in price.

Bookings essential. Meet at DOC office, 78 Taupiri Street, 
Te Kūiti at 9.45am. 45 minute drive.  Carpool. Maximum 
of 25 people.  Bring lunch, cup, drink, and snacks. Sturdy 

footwear, hat and sunscreen essential.

Friday 8 Jan

Whopper wētā wonderland

9am – 3pm  |  Adult $10, Child $5
Minimum Age: 8 years (must be fit)

Enjoy an educational trip to the home of New 
Zealand’s second largest wētā, the Mahoenui Giant 

wētā.  A short talk will be held at the DOC office 
followed by a site visit to Mahoenui to find the 

rediscovered icon.  Bring your camera and get up 
close.  Ideal for families and mixed age groups.

Bookings essential. Meet at DOC office, 78 Taupiri 
Street, Te Kūiti at 9.00am. 45 minute drive.  Carpool.  

Maximum of 20 people.  Bring lunch, drink, cup, 
snacks, cool clothing, and gloves for gorse protection.  

Sturdy footwear, hat and sunscreen essential. 

Thursday 7 Jan

Waihaha helihike

9am-5pm  |  $200 Incl: helicopter & shuttles
Minimum Age: 8 years

Enjoy a short helicopter ride over the raw 
wilderness of the Waihaha Ecological Area in the 
Pureora Forest Park as you are dropped into Te 
Awati Forks behind the Waihaha Hut.  Pause at 
the hut if you wish, or make your way down the 
hill, enjoying the walk beside the stream and the 

possibility of seeing blue duck.
Bookings essential. Meet at Tihoi Venture School, 

Tihoi Road, Tīhoi at 9.00am. Maximum of 20 people.  
Bring lunch, cup, drink, and snacks. Sturdy footwear, 

hat and sunscreen essential.

Wednesday 13 Jan

Waitomo cultural trail 

9.30am – 12.30pm  | Adult $10, Child $5
Minimum Age: 8 years

The Waitomo Cultural Trail is a lovely introduction 
to the unique history of Ngāti Uekaha and Ngāti 

Ruapuha.  The trail will start with a film “Ngā Ingoa o 
Ngā Waahi” (Place names within Waitomo) followed 

by a walk.  Local kuia, Josephine Anderson (who 
features in the film) will take you to Ohinetemaire, a 
hilltop above the Waitomo Domain and share with 

you the history of pre-European Waitomo.
Bookings essential.  Meet outside Waitomo i-SITE, 

21 Waitomo Village Road, Waitomo Caves at 9.30am.  
Maximum of 25 people.  Bring cup, drink and snacks.  

Sturdy footwear, hat and sunscreen essential.

Tuesday 12 Jan

Sustainable dairy - 
It’s not an oxymoron

10.15am – 3pm  |  Adult $10, Teen $5
Minimum Age: 14 years

The environmental effects of dairy farms has been a 
hot topic in recent years. Come and visit an award 
winning dairy farm and hear how owners Rosemary 
and Graeme Davison manage their operation with 

sensitivity to the environment.  Specialists will be on 
hand to discuss the issues farmers face and ways of 

mitigating these.  There will be ample time to talk with 
the presenters over a picnic lunch or during the farm 
walk. View part of the Rerenoa Waipā River Project’s 
riparian planting. This trip is suited to all interested in 
agriculture, especially those who would not normally 

get this chance.  Lunch sponsored by Waikato Regional 
Council.

Bookings essential.  Meet at Ōtorohanga Railway 
Station, Ōtorohanga at 10.15am.  Maximum of 40 

people.  Bring cup, drink and snacks.  Sturdy footwear, 
hat and sunscreen essential.

Thursday 21 Jan

Caving capers

An EXCLUSIVE trip for the youngsters.  You will follow 
a stream through a unique cave, getting up close and 
personal with cave wētā, glowworms and other cave 
fauna.  You will get wet and possibly muddy in this 

cave as the water can be up to your waist.  Professional 
guides. Helmets, lights, hot drink and snack provided.
Bookings essential.  Meet at Legendary Black Water 

Rafting, 585 Waitomo Caves Road, Waitomo at 9.00am.  
Transport provided to cave.  Maximum of 24 people.  

Bring: medication if applicable; towel, old warm clothes 
(no jeans) and a change of clothing for after the trip; 

footwear should be boots or running shoes with good 
tread - gumboots are fine as long as they fit well and 

have a good tread.

9am – 12pm  |  $25  |  Ages: 9 – 15 years

Sunday 17 Jan

A tunnel, camping & fossils

1pm Sat - 12pm Sun  |  Adult $25, Child $15

Minimum Age: 8 years (must be fit)

Saturday afternoon sees us tramp to the fabulous 17 
metre high limestone Marokopa Tunnel where you 
may experience wet feet but you will certainly see 
glowworms.  On arrival back at camp, we will get 

the sausage sizzle underway and stoke up the camp 
fire.  Sleeping arrangements are either in a house, 

bookshelf beds in another building or under your own 
canvas.  After breakfast and clear up, we make our 

way to the Awaroa fossil bed located at the base of a 
large waterfall where you may be lucky enough to find 
belemnite or ammonite fossils.  Ideal for families and 

mixed age groups.
Bookings essential.  Meet outside Waitomo i-SITE, 21 
Waitomo Village Road, Waitomo Caves at 1.00pm.  Car 
pool.  Fill vehicles with fuel before arriving in Waitomo.  

Maximum of 25 people.  Bring plate, bowl, eating 
utensils, cup, drink, breakfast and snacks. Tent (unless 
a space booked in accommodation), sleeping bag and 
pillow.  Geological hammer (if you have one) and torch.    

Sturdy footwear, hat and sunscreen essential.

Incl: accommodation & sausage sizzle

Sat 9 Jan– Sun 10 Jan

Step back in time – 
Waimiha style

9.30am – 4pm  |  $65 Incl: bus & lunch
Minimum Age: 8 years 

Experience “the good old days” with a visit to Endean’s 
Mill – a fascinating relic from Waimiha’s past.  Then 

travel on to Lew and Julie Pickens museum and bush 
camp kitchen for lunch.  Rearing bullocks is a family 
tradition here, so there will be a chance to see their 

bullock team in action – a unique experience!
Bookings essential.  Meet at DOC office, 78 Taupiri 
Street, Te Kūiti at 9.30am.  Bus trip.  Maximum of 28 

people.  Bring cup, drink and snacks.  Sturdy footwear, 
hat and sunscreen essential.

Thu 14 January

Into the Wild West

8.30am – 4.30pm  |  $35 Incl: bus and lunch

A bus trip exploring a remote, scenic and historic 
corner of our region – Kiritehere via Pomerangi Rd.  
Hear stories from descendants of pioneer settlers 

and of changes through the years.  Sausage sizzle at 
Marokopa.  If time permits, there may be optional 

walks.  An afternoon stopover at Mangapōhue 
Natural Bridge on our return.  Not a trip for the travel 

queasy.  A long day with limited toilet stops.
Bookings essential.  Meet at DOC office, 78 Taupiri 
Street, Te Kūiti at 8.30am.  Maximum of 40 people.  
Bring cup, drink and snacks.  Appropriate footwear, 

hat and sunscreen essential.

Tuesday 19 Jan

Minimum Age: 14 years

Waihaha river 
and mountain bike

Time provided when you make booking

Minimum Age: 13 years (must be fit)

Enjoy 5 hours of cycling pleasure as we traverse the 
Waihaha and Waihora tracks, part of the Great Lake 
trail.  We will use commercial shuttles from Kinloch 
to the beginning of the Waihaha track, and follow 

the trail to the lake side before being shuttled 
across Lake Taupo and back to Kinloch.  Bring your 
camera as the views along the track are stunning.  
Bookings essential.  An email detailing meeting 

times and places will be provided at booking 
time.  Maximum of 20 people.  Bring lunch, drink 
and snacks.  Your own bike, helmet and sunscreen 

essential. 

Saturday 16 Jan

$126 Incl: water taxi

Māori healing and 
rongoā plants

8.15am – 3.30pm  |  Adult $10, Child $5
Minimum Age: 8 years 

Join a workshop of rongoā (traditional māori 
medicine) practitioners who will take you on a bush 
ramble, identifying plants with medicinal values and 

the tikanga (process) for collection and use.  This 
introduction to rongoā māori concentrates on the 
spiritual aspects of plants and their traditional use.  

This exciting day will be of interest to people wishing 
to expand their native botanical knowledge.

Bookings essential.  Meet at DOC office 78 Taupiri 
Street, Te Kūiti at 8.15am or DOC’s Pureora base at 
9.00am.  Carpool.  45 minute drive.  Maximum of 20 
people.  Bring lunch, cup, drink, and snacks.  Sturdy 

footwear, hat and sunscreen essential.

Friday 15 Jan

Te Waitere – whaleboating 
and missionary hīkoi 

9.45am – 4pm  |  Adult $15, Child $5
Minimum Age: 10 years

A two part experience in an area brimming with 
history.  Enjoy a unique opportunity to row a 130 year 

old historic whaleboat on the stunning Te Waitere / 
Kinohaku harbour.  The group will be split into two 
to make the most of this trip.  On shore, while one 

group rows, join kaumātua John Kaati as he leads you 
on a ‘Te Waitere missionary hīkoi’.  Enjoy lunch on 

the boat club deck and then the groups changeover. 
Participants must be strong enough to manoeuvre an 

oar and be competent swimmers.
Bookings essential. Meet outside Waitomo i-SITE, 

21 Waitomo Village Road, Waitomo Caves at 9.45am.  
Approximately 75 minute drive.  Carpool.  Fill vehicles 
with fuel before arriving in Waitomo.  Maximum of 20 
people.  Bring lunch, cup, drink, snacks and swimming 

togs.  Sturdy footwear, hat and sunscreen essential.
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